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 Lions Tale  
 Greathouse/Shryock Traditional Elementary school newsletter                                           January 2010 

January marks the beginning of plans for the 2010-2011 school year. 
During the week of January 25-29, from 9:30-1:00 p.m. each day, we will 
host a Prospective Parent Open House. This is a great opportunity to 
learn about the traditional program while touring our campus. PTA 
volunteers and office staff will assist me with building tours and 
questions. Elementary application forms are available throughout the 
month of February at any regular program school. We do not distribute 
application forms at Greathouse. Applications for the traditional program 
must be returned to the Office of Options & Magnet Programs by March 
1st. Students already enrolled in the traditional program do not need to 
reapply. 

 
After school activities: A reminder that dismissal from all extracurricular activities takes place in the 
school lobby. Activity or team sponsors will escort students to the lobby for dismissal. Visitors are not 
allowed to walk up and down the hallways after school hours. Thanks for your understanding as this is 
a building security issue. 
 
Inclement weather: Ice or snow may result in changes to the school day and/or the transportation of 
your child to and from school. Please monitor the local TV. and radio stations when severe weather is 
forecast or is present in the area. JCPS will announce any changes as early as possible. It is extremely 
important that parents have alternate child care arrangements in the event severe weather strikes 
before or during the school day. ̧ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƻǇ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
cooperation and your ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Possible schedule changes include: 

¶ School is cancelledτall scheduled activities, including athletic events, will be cancelled. Athletic 
and academic tournaments may be held. Check with your coach/sponsor about special events or 
competitions with non-JCPS schools. 

¶ Schools open on a delayed scheduleτall bus pickup times will be delayed accordingly. For 
example, if elementary school opens on a one-ƘƻǳǊ ŘŜƭŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ōǳǎ ǇƛŎƪǳǇ ǘƛƳŜ 
also is delayed by one hour. 
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¶ Schools will be dismissed earlyτall after-school activities, classes, and programsτincluding 
Extended School Services (ESS), Community Schools programs, tutoring programs, and Jefferson 
County High School and Adult Education classesτwill be cancelled for that day and evening. 
Check with the local high school about special evening competitions. 

¶ School is cancelled or dismissed early on a FridayτExtended School Services (ESS) Saturday 
school will be cancelled. In the event of bad weather that occurs on Friday night or if there is a 
forecast of severe weather before Saturday School activities, listen to local TV. and radio for 
cancellations. Athletic practice or games may be held on Saturday at the discretion of the local 
principal. 

 

Childcare Enrichment Program (CEP)τa reminder that only the 2009-10 CEP snow sites will operate 
on days that school is cancelled for bad weather. In case of a delayed opening at any levelτ
elementary, middle, or highτCEP sites will open at their normal time of 7 a.m. In the event of an 
early dismissal, CEP students will be transported to their regular CEP site. Parents are encouraged to 
pick up their child as soon as possible. Sites will remain open until all children have been picked up.  

 

 
Counselorôs ColumnPeggy Meador, Certified School Counselor 

    

We begin our new calendar year with the character topic of Conflict Resolution .  Conflicts 

are a normal part of our daily lives, including our childrenõs lives.  As difficult as it is for adults to 

resolve conflicts, itõs even more so for children, and they cannot do it without our help.  To resolve 

conflicts we need effective Communication, Cooperation, and Compromise; however, children have 

such strong emotional responses during arguments and disagreements that itõs very difficult for them 

to move their thoughts beyond those emotions.  They cannot easily transition their thinking toward 

communication, cooperation, or compromise. 

In order to help them in learning about this process (and resolving conflicts is definitely a process), 

weõll discuss questions such as, ôWhat causes conflicts or arguments?õ ôHow does it affect our 

emotions?õ ôHow do we use words instead of aggression to resolve a conflict?õ ôWhatõs the difference 

between a good choice and a poor one?õ  All this discussion will center around naming our emotions, 

learning how to listen and use our words, using good manners, listing various choices of behavior, 

and then exploring the consequences that might naturally occur after each choice. 

The goal is to help children learn how to keep conflicts from escalating into fights and/or other 

aggressive behavior.  Many times they will be able to work out problems between themselves, but 

they also need to know when to seek adult assistance.  We, in turn, need to provide good role models 

for them so they will know weõre capable and willing to teach them how to handle these frustrating 

events that often happen and that are confusing to them. 
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Welcome back to school!  I hope you all had a nice break that was both relaxing and fun.  The 

PTA has a lot of exciting events planned for the rest of the school year.  The annual Spelling 

Bee (for 3rd, 4th and 5th Graders), Pajamas & Pages and The Lionôs Luau are just a few things 

we have in store.  Specific details of these events will be sent home with your child as the 

event nears. 

Please consider volunteering to help in the lunchroom if your childôs room parent asks you to 

do so.  It is a one-time, two-hour commitment and it really is a lot of fun.  Your children love 

seeing you at school and the teacherôs assistants really appreciate the help.  As always, 

volunteers are welcome in every area.  Please donôt hesitate to contact me or anyone on the 

PTA board if you would like to become involved. 

I hope everyoneôs New Year is off to a wonderful start.  Hope to see you around school soon! 

- Laura Mechlin 

(PTA President) 

                                   

The Greathouse Spelling Bee will be held on January 15 at 2:00.  It will 

be telecast.  The winner of this competition will represent Greathouse at the 

JCPS 15th District Spelling Bee on February 22, 2010 at Sallie Durrett 

Auditorium, Louisville Male High School at 4:30. 
 

We need three parent volunteers to assist with the Spelling Bee.  If you 

would like to volunteer, please contact Laura Snyder at 502-682-7182 or                                   

laura.bartlett.snyder@gmail.com. 

 

 

The following students are 15
th
 District PTA Reflections Contest award winners! 

 Zachary Badgett, Adithya Iyengar, Austin Tsailin, Kyle Jenkins, Devin Gruber 

 

mailto:laura.bartlett.snyder@gmail.com
http://www.craftyclipart.com/watermark.php?i=7374
http://www.freeclipartnow.com/education/awards/medal-gold.jpg.html


~ 4 ~ January, 2010 

 

Save the Date!  

Friday, Jan. 22nd  

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  

Greathouse  

Pajamas and Pages Party  

This year's winter event promises a night of great food and great reads--and you get to 

wear your pjs! 

 

Make plans to bring your entire family to this pajama party featuring all-you-can-eat 

pancakes. 

 

This year, weôll have a poster contest, and winners will be announced at the event. 

 

Local celebrities will be our guest readers. 

 And, you can visit the used book sale.  You'll have a chance to buy books at a 

very low price. 

Classes will begin collecting books for the sale in January.  You can be ready by 

collecting any books at your house that are just collecting dust.  You'll also get a 

notice in January about participation in the poster contest. 

 



~ 5 ~ January, 2010 

 

 

 



~ 6 ~ January, 2010 

 

            

   

 

 

 

Market your Business  

to  Greathouse  families  

Would you like to advertise your business in the 

IflkĄpėQ^ibėKbtpibqqbo 

For the rest of the year for a low one-time fee? 

Rates are:  

Business Card     $50.00  

¼  Page      $75.00  

½  Page                 $125.00  

If you are interested please send your ad, business 
card or file to Rosiecam@insightbb.com or  

call me @ 558- 4037 

mailto:Rosiecam@insightbb.com
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Accelerated Reader(AR) Program 
  

I would like to thank all of the Greathouse readers 

who participated in the Accelerated Reading (AR) 

program and parents (Elizabeth Pichea, Kristine 

Poelna, Allison Ott, Eddie Cassin, Amy Deeley, 

Elizabeth Barouquere, Angela Onkst, Laura 

Theilmann, Mary Beth Co ates, and Jennifer 

Bray) who volunteered for the Fall 09 semester.   

  

A random drawing was held the final Friday of the 

semester, with Barnes and Nobles book store gift 

cards, given out to 20 lucky Accelerated Reading 

students.  Drawing entries were based upon the 

grade level and final accumulated point totals for 

the year.  Congratulations to the gift card winners. 

  

For the spring 2010 semester, a new points and 

incentive program, will be implemented with 

four different prize levels and grand prizes of Six 

Flags Kentucky Kingdom Season 

Passes(4) awarded to each grade's top reader!  All 

students points totals will be reset and students will 

be able to view and track �W�K�H�L�U���Z�H�H�N�O�\���S�R�L�Q�W�¶�V��
progress, posted on a bulletin board in the 

Greathouse Shryock school library. 

  

For more information on AR qualifying books, visit 

the arbookfind.com website.  Your child can also 

look for books in the Greathouse Shryock school 

library with the "Accelerated Reading" sticker. 

The school computer lab is open each morning, at 

8:30 am, for AR testing and monitored by parent 

volunteers.  If you have any further questions or 

would like to volunteer with the AR program, 

contact Anthony Neukomm(gefadec@yahoo.com).  

Happy Reading! 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  March 8 th  �² March 12 th , 2010 

                        

         [ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ /ŀǊŜŜǊ ²eek! 

Send me an email if you are interested in speaking  
to a class/classes.   

Michelle Rice  
Career Week Committee 
Kolton Rice c/o Mrs. Theobald 
mrice14@bellsouth.net 

 


