
~ 1 ~ December, 2009 

 

Lions  Tale  
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Technology continues to be a priority at Greathouse. We raised $7,300 for 

technology by selling 730 Entertainment books. The following classes led the way 

by selling the most books at their grade level:  

 Kindergarten aǊǎΦ /ƻǘƘŜǊƴΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 43 books 

 1st Grade Mrs. NoǊǘƻƴΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 48 books 

 2nd Grade aǊǎΦ aŜŀŘƻǿΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 42 books 

  3rd Grade           aǊǎΦ IŀŀǎΩ Ŏƭŀǎǎ              оп ōƻƻƪǎ 

                         4th Grade            aǊǎΦ IŀȅŘƻƴΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ      оу ōƻƻƪǎ 

                     5th Grade      aǎΦ WƻƴŜǎΩ Ŏƭŀǎǎ              36 books 

Our SBDM Council used our Entertainment book sale funds to purchase a document camera and a wireless 

slate for each grade level. The document camera replaces the overhead projector. Teachers no longer need to 

make a transparency copy to project information onto a screen. It also allows the teacher to project solid 

objects. Teachers are using the cameras to check student work, to show examples through the use of 

manipulatives, as well as to guide students through assignments. The wireless slate enables the teacher to 

move around the classroom while writing on a hand-held tablet. The information is automatically projected 

onto the screen for the entire class to see. We also purchased a classroom smart response system. Each 

student is able to enter their response using a hand held device. Responses are reported on the screen in a 

variety of ways. The teacher is also able to track responses from individual students. Our students and staff are 

excited about all of the new technology which makes learning fun and keeps us on the cutting edge.  

We are working hard to meet the needs of all students, especially those who are struggling. Struggling students 

are receiving interventions in basic reading and math skills to help them reach proficiency.  The Success Maker 

computer intervention program is in place and up and running to provide individualized reading and math 

instruction. Identified students have designated times during the school day to engage in this program. We are 

also opening the computer mini lab on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 8:00-8:55 a.m. Additional time 

on the computer will hopefully result in greater progress more quickly.  
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This year the flu season is hitting us harder than usual with more students having to miss school for illness. 

Greathouse will host an H1N1 vaccination clinic for all students and staff on Wednesday, December 2nd. Be 

sure to accurately complete the permission form as we are not allowed to make changes or to accept verbal 

permission on the day of the clinic. 

Welcome Beth McDearmon, new instructional assistant, grades 1-5. She replaces Susan Enyard who moved 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9/9κ[ƛōǊŀǊȅ /ƭŜǊƪ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ aǊǎΦ aŎ5ŜŀǊƳƻƴ ƪƴƻǿǎ DǊŜŀǘƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŜƭƭΧōoth of her boys went through 

our program.  

As we near the end of the 1st semester be sure to celebrate achievements as well as to discuss ways to 

overcome the shortcomings that may have hindered academic success. Happy holidays from the entire GH 

ǎǘŀŦŦΧŜƴƧoy the holiday break! 

 

Counselorôs ColumnPeggy Meador, Certified School Counselor 

    

Parents, 

 In guidance classes for the month of December our 

topic will be Celebrating Diversity . The goal is to help 

students develop an appreciation for cultural differences.  

Weõll do this through a variety of activities in which we learn 

how we are the same and different from others.  Family 

traditions and heritage will be explored through discussions, 

childrenõs literature, and sharing time. Itõs important for 

children to accept individual differences they encounter in 

each other and realize everyone has feelings, needs, hopes, and 

dreams.  Using our òumbrellaó theme of The Golden Rule 

will assist the students with a better understanding of why this is important.  

As students share with others about themselves and their unique interests, hobbies, family 

members, holiday traditions, etc, they will begin to notice that they òmatchó some people but are very 

different from others.  In hearing descriptions about classmates and their families, it will spark 

interest and facilitate learning from each other. This will help to foster trust and respect of those 

from different cultures. 

 Sometimes children donõt realize when others do not feel included and that itõs necessary to 

help them feel included. Weõll talk about how to do that, and gradually we should notice that as 

students begin to accept those who seem very different, it will reduce the òbetter than/worse thanó 

comparisons that children sometimes make. At the same time, we hope they will begin to recognize 

those cross cultural commonalities that we all share. Our overall purpose is not just tolerance of 

diversity, but CELEBRATING diversity. 
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So Sorry... 
Several names were cut off of the 5th Grade Lists in the 

directory.  Names were submitted correctly, but got cut off 

during the printing process.  We will be sending home the 

complete lists with the 5th grade students, but wanted to 

express our apologies.   

The Kindergarten Service Pool Coordinator was incorrectly 

listed.  The coordinator is Patrice Jones (502-994-3334).  Her 

email address is thejonesfamily@insightbb.com.  Please 

contact Patrice if you are interested in helping with Kindergarten Service Pool.  

We try to do our best to make sure information is accurate, but sometimes things are not 

correct at the source and we just don't know it. We feel badly when mistakes are made and 

we try very hard to avoid them, but sometimes it just can't be helped.  

- Laura Mechlin 

                                   

Human Relations  
Mitten Tree Mania  
  
Thanks so much to every student and parent who contributed a hat, scarf, coat, or mittens 
for the Mitten Tree this year.   We had a HUGE  donation to CAP and they are so grateful. 
  

 We would also like to thank Ms Meador and her student helpers who assembled the tree and collected/bagged 
the items on the last day. 
  

Greathouse students ROCK!!!! 
  
Mandi Yarberry 
(Human  Relations Chair) 

 

SBDM Parent Election Results 

 

Steve Custer who was elected to serve a second 2 

year term on our SBDM Council 

 

 

 

mailto:thejonesfamily@insightbb.com
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THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  

THANK YOU to all the students, teachers, parents, family, and friends who 

ran, pledged, donated, volunteered, supported, encouraged, and cheered our 

runners!    Our 3 rd  annual Boosterthon was once again a big hit for Greathouse.  

Thank you to all those who have turned in their pledge money.  We received 80% on our initial 

collection an d 96% on our second collection.  If you still have money to turn in for your pledges, 

please turn them in as soon as you can.  

Congratulations to Connor Nelson  (Mrs. Vitoõs class), who collected the most pledges for the 

school. Connor won a $100 Toys R Us gift card and an iPod shuffle.   Mrs. Vitoõs class collected 

the most money as a group, and they will receive a pizza party. Our classroom teachers were also 

given 10% of the amount collected by their students by October 28 th  to fund supplies and 

materials for their classrooms. The teachersõ winnings are:  

Vito       $ 2924.00   Haydon   $ 1434.50  

Hines     $ 2285.00   Carwile         $ 1398.25  

Edelen   $ 2123.75   Veasey   $ 1393.00  

Goldsmith   $ 2042.67   Scarpellini   $ 1380.00  

Meadows  $ 1970.50   Moore     $ 1368.00  

Jones          $ 1816.25  Sanders $1360.10  

Haas      $ 1795.85   Theobald   $ 1344.50  

Nall    $ 1719.85  Rumage   $ 1317.25 

Robertson   $ 1517.50  Cothern           $ 1256.05  

Carter    $ 1506.50   Halloway  $ 1201.50 

Calebrese  $ 1495.50   Hershberg   $ 982.00  

Grady    $ 1437.50   Norton    $ 777.10 

Thank you again to all of our students, teachers, volunteers, parents, family, and friends to help 

make our Boosterthon a success once again.  

Youõre PTA Fundraising Committee , 

Anne Heim, Lori Curry  
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Market your Business  

to  Greathouse  families  

Would you like to advertise your business in the 

IflkĄpėQ^ibėKbtpibqqbo 

For the rest of the year for a low one-time fee? 

Rates are:  

Business Card     $50.00  

¼  Page      $75.00  

½  Page                 $125.00  

If you are interested please send your ad, business 
card or file to Rosiecam@insightbb.com or  

call me @ 558- 4037 

mailto:Rosiecam@insightbb.com
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 Chess Club  
  

The chess club is off to a great start.  Thank you to the many volunteers 

that make the club run soooo smoothly.  Just take a look around on 

Fridays to see the awesome chess club t-shirts!  Thanks to Wendy Palazzo 

for rallying parents for the tournaments.   

  

If you have any news to report from chess tournaments, please send any updates to 

rampenthalt@bellsouth.net.   

  

Aakash Vadhanam, a first grader, attended the 3rd Annual KCA Grade level championship tournament 

along with other Greathouse students.  He won 5th place trophy.  Way to go Aakash.   

  

Please remember that there is no chess on Friday, December 18th.   

  

Checkmate! 

 
 

 Dear Parents of Greathouse Car Riders, 
  
The safety of our students and staff is a top priority. The 
JCPS transportation and safety department has worked 

closely with us to plan for a safe student arrival and dismissal. Part of this plan 
includes a speed limit  of 10 MPH in our car rider line. The re is a posted stop 

sign  by the crosswalk to the parking lot. We ask that cars complete the car rider 
loop, as U-turns are not allowed. We also ask that you park in a designated 
parking space and not stop in the fire lane in front of the building. Pages 29 -31 
of our student handbook  clearly explain these procedures.  
  
In order to have a safe campus everyone needs to work together. Plan your 
arrival time  early enough so that you are not tempted to speed through our 
parking lot and car rider line. I know you  would not want to be responsible for 
an accident due to your negligence. Thank you for your immediate attention to 
this serious situation.  

   
  
Karla Davis  

Principal  
 

mailto:rampenthalt@bellsouth.net
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://freedisneyclipartsite.com/images/free_disney_clipart_cars_sally.gif&imgrefurl=http://freedisneyclipartsite.com/Free_Disney_Cars_Clipart.html&h=250&w=463&sz=49&tbnid=mt2X2NdZvDRnaM:&tbnh=69&tbnw=128&prev=/images?q=clip+art+cars&hl=en&usg=__ZZx7eLZsCA9rH78GYbRgNSnRmr4=&ei=EzgQS9vEEdDdlAfRgqWaBA&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=2&ct=image&ved=0CBIQ9QEwAQ
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Campbell's Soup Labels 
Each class is earning points for their classroom.  The teachers will be able 
to select items for their classroom from Campbellôs Labels for Education 
catalog.  Please keep turning in your labels! 

Karen Weber  

243 -2760  

Campbell Soup Labels Coordinator 

 

Community Fundraisers 
 

Welcome back to another exciting school year!  In the coming weeks you will be getting 
information regarding some important fundraising programs in which Greathouse participates.  
These programs are easy to participate 
In because it simply requires clipping out labels from the food and products you already 
purchase and sending them into school through your childôs backpack.  This simple act earns 
our school needed funds for school improvements and to buy new equipment, which in turn, 
enriches each of our childrenôs learning and learning environment.  You are encouraged to 
sign up as your childôs classroom volunteer for one or more of these programs! The 
volunteers are invaluable in that they help clip and count the labels each month. 
 
Please welcome our new PTA Community Fundraiser Coordinators: 

                           
      

Becky Mosley                Karen Weber             Liz Barlow  

PTA Tyson Project A+ Coordinator PTA Campbell's Label Coordinator           Box Top Coordinator          

 beckster28@insightbb.com   k.weber@insightbb.com                 elizbarlow@yahoo.com 

  894-9408   243-2760        243-6963 
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